
T H R E E  E X PA N D E D  C E R A M I C S  S I T E  C O N C E P T S  ( G R E AT  V A L L E Y  C O M P L E X )

NCECA 2022 / Manett i  Shrem Museum / UC Davis,  Davis,  CA

John Roloff  2021

SITE STUDY I :  EXPANDED CERAMICS / MUSEUM DISPLACEMENT / NATURAL/AGRARIAN SYSTEMS

SITE STUDY I I :  EXPANDED CERAMICS / MUSEUM DISPLACEMENT / NATURAL/AGRARIAN SYSTEMS ( INVERSION)

SITE STUDY I I I :  EXPANDED CERAMICS / EARTH/BIOME SHIP VECTORS / ANTHROPOCENE/TERTIARY/QUATERNARY

Addendum:

EXPANDED CERAMICS: PLOW/NUTRIENT STUDIES //  CERAMICS/EARTH REVERSAL/PEAT EXTRACTION

GREAT VALLEY COMPLEX / ORCHARD GROUP

GREAT VALLEY COMPLEX

BIOGRAPHY















John Roloff  is  a v isual  art ist  who works conceptual ly with s ite,  process and natural  systems.  He is  known for his  ceramic works and outdoor ki ln/
furnace projects done from the 1970’s into the 1990’s,  as wel l  as other large-scale environmental  projects,  gal lery instal lat ions and objects invest i -
gat ing geologic and natural  phenomena.  Based on an extensive background and ongoing research in the earth sciences,  he works from geochemi-
cal  and global  metabol ic perspect ives.  His work s ince the late 1960’s engages poetic and s ite-specif ic  relat ionships between material ,  concept and 
performance in the domains of geology, ecology, architecture,  ceramics,  industry,  metabol ic systems and history.   The ship is  a central  image of 
his  work,  metaphorical ly evoking psychological  and transformative processes of the sea and land in geologic and contemporary t ime.   He studied 
geology at UC Davis,  Davis,  CA with Professor Eldr idge Moores and others during the formative days of plate tectonics in the late-1960’s.   Con-
temporaneous with geology he studied art  with Bob Arneson and Wil l iam T. Wiley also at UC Davis.   He received a master’s  degree in art  in 1973 
from CSU Humboldt.   In addit ion to numerous environmental ,  s i te-specif ic  instal lat ions in the US, Canada and Europe, his  work has been included 
in exhibit ions at the Whitney Museum of American Art,  UC Berkeley Museum, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art,  Smithsonian Inst itut ion, Pho-
toscene Cologne  and the Venice Architectural  and Art Biennales,  The Snow Show  in Kemi,  Finland and Artlant ic ,  At lant ic City,  NJ.   Publ ic art  works 
that explore geologic and related environmental  concepts can be found at s i tes such as:  Yerba Buena Gardens,  San Francisco, CA, Univers ity of 
Minnesota,  Minneapol is ,  MN, I -5 Colonnade Park,  Seatt le,  WA and Stanford Univers ity,  Palo Alto,  CA.  He has received 3 art ist ’s  v isual  arts fel low-
ships from the NEA, a Guggenheim Foundation fel lowship,  a Cal i fornia Arts Counci l  grant for v isual  art ists and a Bernard Osher Fel lowship at the 
Exploratorium, San Francisco, CA.  He is  represented by Angl im/Trimble Gal lery,  San Francisco and is  Professor Emeritus of Sculpture/Ceramics at 
the San Francisco Art Inst itute.  


